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Conscientious Objectors Fulfill Public Service 
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A recent article with the above headline in 
the Allentown (Pennsylvania) Call related the 
activities of eight conscientious objectors 
working at the Good Shepherd Home in Allen- 
town, eightat the Allentown Hospitaland eleven 
at the Allentown State Hospital, all young men 
members of the various sects of the Mennonite 
Church. These COs arein alternative service 
not because it is less demanding than military 
duty. The article quoted one CO, who had just 
started his two-year work period required by 
the Selective Service Systemas follows: "This 
isn't to get out of any dirty work or anything 
like that. "' 

The COs working in Allentown institutions 
are some of the 213 COs from a nine-county 
area of Eastern Pennsylvania. 

A Mennonite minister, sponsor for the COs 
working in the Allentownarea, made this state- 
ment: 'We want these boys identified as con- 
scientious objectors. The COs inthis area are 
all opposed to military service strictly on reli- 
gious principles. " 

The article explained that COs are taken out 
of college when their time comes, like many 
other draftees, are interruptedinthe start of a 
good job or may leave a wife behind, and as a 
rule, their work is not easy. 

The assistant superintendent at the Allen- 
town Hospital summeditupthis way: 'We don't 
make iteasy for them. We tell them if any- 
thing, we expect more from them than the av- 
erage employer. And we get it. "' 


COs in Nepal 


EightI-W men in Nepal, under the auspices 
of the Mennonite Central Committee, are work- 
ing with the United Mission to Nepal, a seven- 
year-old organization in which fourteen denomi- 
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Allentown Call Photo 


Paul Martin of Ephrata, Pennsylvania, per- 
forms one ofhis many duties at the Good Shep- 
herd Home in Allentown. 


national church boards or missions have joined. 
U.M.N, is working under a renewable ten-year 
agreement with the government of Nepal which 
calls for various services in Nepal's nation- 
wide development movement. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The acting executive secretary of U.M.N., 
Jonathan Lindell, reports that they are opening 
Christian services in such areas as medicine, 


education and village development. Nepal's 
current Five Year Plan includes development 
in forestry, industry, hydroelectric power, ag- 
riculture, tele-communications, radio, roads, 
ropeways, air fields, health, education, ma- 
laria control, and cottage industry. These 
projects are all young, which means there is 
much work in construction, maintenance and 
transportation. The towns in which the men 
work are scattered in the heart of the Himalaya 
Mountains. 


New Project in Salzburg 


I-Ws under the Mennonite Central Commit- 
tee have undertaken a new project which will 
assist Nazarene refugees who have been living 
in wooden barracks for over fifteen years. In 
the center of Salzburg these barracks, called 
"Friedheim, "are standing on rented land. The 
Austrian Government has decreed that all old 
refugee barrack camps must be broken up be- 
cause they. are not worthy of human habitation. 

During the fifteen years of livingin this bar- 
rack camp, these Nazarene people have not 
qualified for assistance from the state or the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees because they are Volksdeutsch refugees. 
Housing has been and continues to be tremen- 
dously inadequate and unavailable in Austria 
because of the destruction during the war and 
continued influx of refugees from the east, and, 
too, the cost of building or renting does not 
compare proportionately to a family's income. 
Even though the Nazarenes could have found 
housing, it is not likely that they could have 
afforded to move from their barracks. 

The I-W menwill assist in the construction 
of six houses and one combination apartment- 
church which will house ten Nazarene families 
and some single persons. Because of the UN- 
sponsored World Refugee Year, it became pos- 
sible for the Nazarenes to work out long-term 
credit with the UN High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees and the Austrian Government for the con- 
struction of the houses; and in connection with 





Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of 
Churches, it was possible for them to purchase 
land at a very favorable price in the village of 
Taxach, about ten kilometers south of Salzburg. 
Funds have been donated to support the project 
by Nazarene Aid in Zurich and the United States. 

The Brethren Service Commission, in coop- 
eration with the World Council of Churches, 
conducted an international workcamp on the 
building site lastsummer. Enthusiastic camp- 
ers worked at making a road entrance to the 
lot, digging septic tank holes, and clearing 
ground of trees and brush. 

To give some background ofthe experiences 
of these refugees, we quote these excerpts ofa 
letter from the spokesman for the group: 

"About 130 years agothe 'Nazarenes' grew 
out of the Mennonite Churches in Switzerland. 
About 100 years ago two Hungarian craftsmen 
were baptized in our church and then returned 
to Austria-Hungary. They founded the first 
Nazarene Believers Church in Austria, Hun- 
gary, and what is now Yugoslavia: Since they 
refused to bear weapons because of their con- 
viction, they were sentenced to ten or fifteen 
years in prison by the Austrian-Hungarian Gov- 
ernment, and it can be proven that they were 
shot by court-martial sentence in World War I 
because they refused to bear military weapons. 

"Therefore the Nazarenes or New Baptists 
were the first evangelical Anabaptists in Aus- 
tria-Hungary who had to suffer severe persecu- 
tion for their belief. Since they were the first 
objectors to war in Austria-Hungary they be- 
came known as 'Nazarenes' everywhere. 

In Yugoslavia large Anabaptist Churches were 
formed. 

"Toward the end of World War II the Ger- 
man ethnic Nazarenes in Yugoslavia were very 
much persecuted, were sent to the so-called 
starvation camps, and then had to flee to Aus- 
tria where they found asylum... Thus in 
Salzburg a large wooden barrack camp for our 
Yugoslavian Nazarene refugees was begun. "' 

The new project is located in scenic coun- 
try near the river Salzach. Robert Good, Eu- 
ropean MCC Pax Director, reports that nego- 
tiations have been completed and building has 
begun. 
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Conscientious Objection in Switzerland 


From the Geneva office of the American 
Friends Service Committee, Mrs. Blanche 
Shaffer has written about the position of the con- 
scientious objector from the vantage point of 
Geneva in Switzerland, the oldest democracy 
in the world. 

"There is anew urgency in the work of pac- 
ifists here due to the following reasons: trials 
of COs widely reported inthe press, followed by 
attempted protest marches of pacifists through 
the streets of the city, counter protests of pa- 
triots who defend the present system, and public 
meetings urging a legal status for a civilian pub- 
lic service. Books are feeding the ferment of 
ideas. In The Churches Betray God and Deceive 
the People a university professor accuses the 
churches violently for not opposing war. This 
little book, already in its second printing, has 
created a sensation; it has shaken the Church 
and inspired individual pastors toaction. Anew 
life of Pierre Ceresole has just been published 
from his own letters. The jacket bears the fol- 
lowing questions: Conscientious Objection-- 
Crime? Witness? Hersey? or Prophecy? De- 
pending on one's point of view, itis any of these, 
as events I have observed at close hand indi- 
cate. "' 

Switzerland has no legal provision for con- 
scientious objectors, and every able-bodied 
male citizen is compelled by the Constitution to 





undergo military training at the age of twenty. 
A refusal brings the CO before a military tri- 
bunal and results in a six months prison sen- 
tence. "If at a later call he refuses again. "' 
writes Blanche Shaffer, "heis again sentenced, 
and again andagain over a periodof years until 
the military administration finally decides, as 
a supreme punishment, to exclude him from the 
army. "' 

Nominally, at least, the Church had taken a 
standin 1947 on the CO question. The Govern- 
mentwas atthe time faced witha socialist pro- 
posal for the introduction of analternative serv- 
ice in Switzerland. The Federation of Prot- 
estant Churches urged the Federal Council (ex- 
ecutive power) to study this proposal and ex- 
press itself in favor of such service for those 
COs whose motivations had been found to be 
truly "imperative and worthy of respect. '"' The 
service, it was said, should be as strenuous 
and of a longer duration. Later the Federa- 
tion repeated its declaration adding that to re- 
spect a genuine CO would, instead of weaken- 
ing the foundation of national life, strengthen 
it. These statements have only recently come 
to life in connection with the CO trials earlier 
this year when the clergy of the Protestant 
Church of Geneva strongly stated its views 
again. 

(Continued on page 4) 


An Appeal for Funds 


Thanks to the generosity of you who have responded to the annual appeal for funds and to the 
recent reminder of NSBRO's dependence on you, along with many other friends, for the contri- 


butions that finance so large a part of this service to all conscientious objectors. 


Your gift--be 


it small or large--will help determine how effective and extensive the services of NSBRO can 


be in the months ahead. 


Make checks payable to the National Service Board. 


MY CONTRIBUTION TO HELP CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


Enclosed is my gift of $ 





Name 


toward your work in behalf of conscientious objectors. 





Street or RFD 





City 


State 





(Clip and mail to NSBRO, 


401 Third Street, 





N. W., Room 403, Washington 1, D. C.) 








News Briefs 


Twenty years ago this month -- July 31 -- 
General Lewis B. Hershey was named by Pres- 
ident Roosevelt to be Director of Selective 
Service, which post he still holds. 

* x x 

In reporting the six-day meeting of thousands 
of Jehovah's Witnesses in Yankee Stadium the 
middle of June, the New York Herald Tribune 





stated: ''Witnesses believe that they have alle- 
giances they must put before temporal loyalties. 
They will not, for example, salute the flag or 
serve inthe Armed Forces. A Witness attend- 
ing the convention explained that service in the 
Armed Forces constitutes disloyalty to the 
‘Christian Army.' He said, with pride, that 
his belief is so strong that he served for two 
years ina Federal penitentiary during World 
War II rather than obey his draft board. "' 
K * x 

Pastor Marc Boegner, former president of 
the French Protestant Federation, told a mil- 
itary tribunal, hearing the case of a Protestant 
youth charged with resisting military service, 
that he had long favored a statute recognizing 
the rights of genuine conscientious objectors. 
However, he further stated that Protestant 
churches generally in France have not tried to 
justify conscientious objection to military duty 
because, in his opinion, there were no definite 
scriptural grounds for it. At the same time he 
made it clear that Protestants may resist con- 
scription on grounds of personal conscience. 

* * 

An Oklahoma local board clerk reported that 

a registrant of the board is very dutiful in re- 


porting address changes. Since he registered 
in 1957, he has sent in 14 changes ofaddress: 
6 in 1958, 3 in 1959, 4in 1960, and 1 so far in 
1961. ~F rom the June issue of Selective Service. 
(Ed. Note to all COs: It is important to report 
any change of address to your draft board.) 





August Draft Call 


The Department of Defense has announced 
that they are asking Selective Service to call 
8,000 men for the Army in August. This is 
the highest call since December 1960 when the 
number was also 8, 000. 

A Pentagon spokesman has stated that this 
draft call hasno direct relationship to the new 
military review now under way and that it is not 
an effort to suddenly increase Army strength. 
He stated thatthis number is required to bring 
the Army up to its current authorized strength 
of eight hundred thousand. 


SWITZERLAND, Cont'd. 


Mrs. Shaffer writes: 'Notonly the religious 
journals have expressed themselves in favor of 
the recognition of the CO position, but the tone 
of the daily papers even has changed. Whereas 
until recently a man who refused to serve in the 
army was called a traitor and a coward, his 
stand is described more objectively now and at 
times even with understanding and respect... . 
Education towards the acceptance of nonvio- 
lence and nonviolent methods has still a long 
way to go. But it can be said that the nonvio- 
lent struggle for the legal recognition of the CO 
status in Switzerland has entered a new phase 
of its history." 
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